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Life-Long Christian Learning

“And let us be sure of this: we will not long preserve the gospel without 
the languages. The languages are the sheath in which this sword of the Spirit is 

contained; they are the casket in which this jewel is enshrined; they are the vessel 
in which this wine is held; they are the larder in which this food is stored; and, as 
the gospel itself points out, they are the basket in which are kept these loaves 

and fishes and fragments. If through our neglect we let the languages go 
(which God forbid!), we shall not only lose the gospel, but the time will come 
when we shall be ... unable to speak or write in correct German or Latin, and 

have well-nigh lost ...  natural reason to boot” – Luther (LW 45:360). 
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Theology is not freethinking but “freed thinking” and therewith bound 

to its liberating Lord.  Therefore, Promissio undertakes theology for the sake 
of informing and enabling the proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

In order to do so, it operates within a zone in which 
constraint and freedom are neither separable nor confused.
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A Call for Papers
Promissio seeks submissions for the upcoming issues:

Volume 1, No. 3 (Summer 2026): 
Why is Scripture the base language of faith?

Volume 1, No. 4 (Autumn 2026): 
How do creeds and confessions provide 
   the grammar of the scriptural language of faith?

Volume 2, No. 1 (Winter 2027): 
The doctrine and proclamation of the Fatherhood of God

Volume 2, No. 2 (Spring 2027): 
The doctrine and proclamation of the divine Sonship of the man Jesus

Volume 2, No. 3 (Summer 2027): 
The doctrine and proclamation of the personhood of the Holy Spirit

Volume 2, No. 4 (Autumn 2027): 
The doctrine and proclamation of the Holy Trinity

All submissions should be emailed to the General Editor

All accepted authors will need an account at promissio.ilt.edu

Please see the Submissions Guidelines there for important information!

All questions can be directed to:

Paul R. Hinlicky, General Editor

hinlicky@roanoke.edu


